ICCJ BOOK CAFÉ
JOIN US ON
SUNDAY, APRIL 29, 2018 at 10 AM
WHEN WE WILL DISCUSS

“The Orphan’s Tale” by Pam Jenoff

The Book
A novel of friendship set in a traveling circus during World War II, The Orphan’s Tale introduces
two extraordinary women and their harrowing stories of sacrifice and survival. Sixteen-year-old
Noa has been cast out in disgrace after becoming pregnant by a Nazi soldier and being forced
to give up her baby. She lives above a small rail station, which she cleans in order to earn her
keep. When Noa discovers a boxcar containing dozens of Jewish infants bound for a
concentration camp, she is reminded of the child that was taken from her. And in a moment that
will change the course of her life, she snatches one of the babies and flees into the snowy night.
Noa finds refuge with a German circus, but she must learn the flying trapeze act so she can
blend in undetected, spurning the resentment of the lead aerialist, Astrid. At first rivals, Noa and
Astrid soon forge a powerful bond. But as the facade that protects them proves increasingly
tenuous, Noa and Astrid must decide whether their friendship is enough to save one another—
or if the secrets that burn between them will destroy everything.
The Author
Jenoff was born in Maryland and raised outside Philadelphia. She attended George Washington
University in Washington, D.C., and Cambridge University in England. Upon receiving her
masters degree in history from Cambridge, she accepted an appointment as Special Assistant
to the Secretary of the Army. The position provided a unique opportunity to witness and
participate in operations at the most senior levels of government. Following her work at the
Pentagon, Pam moved to the State Department. In 1996 she was assigned to the U.S.
Consulate in Krakow, Poland. It was during this period that Pam developed her expertise in
Polish-Jewish relations and the Holocaust. Working on matters such as preservation of
Auschwitz and the restitution of Jewish property in Poland, Pam developed close relations with
the surviving Jewish community. Pam left the Foreign Service in 1998 to attend law school and
graduated from the University of Pennsylvania. She worked for several years as a labor and
employment attorney both at a firm and in-house in Philadelphia and now teaches law school at
Rutgers. Pam is the author of The Kommandant’s Girl, as well as The Winter Guest, She lives
outside Philadelphia with her husband and three children.
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