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1. Loigman, Lynda Cohen. The Two-Family House.
Brooklyn, 1947: In the midst of a blizzard, in a two-family brownstone, two babies are born,
minutes apart. The mothers are sisters by marriage: When the storm passes, life seems to return
to normal; but as the years progress, small cracks start to appear and the once deep friendship
between the two women begins to unravel.
2. Heller, Caroline. Reading Claudius: A Memoir in Two Parts.
In this unforgettable dual memoir of her parents’ lives and her own, Caroline Heller brings to life
the lost world of European café culture, and reminds us of the sustaining power of literature in
the most challenging of times.
3. Amend, Allison. Enchanted Islands, a novel.
Drawing on the rich history of the early twentieth century and set against a large, colorful canvas,
Enchanted Islands boldly examines the complexity of female friendship, the universal pursuit of a
place to call home, and the reverberations of secrets we keep from others and from ourselves.
4. Foer, Jonathan Safran. Here I Am.
Unfolding over four tumultuous weeks in present-day Washington, D.C., Here I Am is the story of
a fracturing family in a moment of crisis. As Jacob and Julia Bloch and their three sons are forced
to confront the distances between the lives they think they want and the lives they are living, a
catastrophic earthquake sets in motion a quickly escalating conflict in the Middle East. At stake is
the meaning of home―and the fundamental question of how much aliveness one can bear.
5. Chabon, Michael. Moonglow, a novel.
Moonglow unfolds as the deathbed confession of a man the narrator refers to only as “my
grandfather.” It is a tale of madness, of war and adventure, of sex and marriage and desire, of
existential doubt and model rocketry, of the shining aspirations and demonic underpinnings of
American technological accomplishment at midcentury, and, above all, of the destructive
impact—and the creative power—of keeping secrets and telling lies.
6. Yishai-Levi, Sarit. The Beauty Queen of Jerusalem.
Set against the Golden Age of Hollywood, the dark days of World War II, and the swinging
'70s, The Beauty Queen of Jerusalem follows generations of unforgettable women as they forge
their own paths through times of dramatic change. With great humor and heart, Sarit Yishai-Levi
has given us a powerful story of love and forgiveness―and the unexpected and enchanting
places we find each.
7. Dinerstein, Rebecca. The Sunlit Night.
n the beautiful, barren landscape of the Far North, under the ever-present midnight sun, Frances
and Yasha are surprised to find refuge in each other. Their lives have been upended--Frances has
fled heartbreak and claustrophobic Manhattan for an isolated artist colony; Yasha, a Russian
immigrant raised in a bakery in Brighton Beach, arrives from Brooklyn to fulfill his beloved
father's last wish: to be buried "at the top of the world." They have come to learn how to be alone.
8. Goren, Yitzhak. Alexandrian Summer.
Alexandrian Summer is the story of two Jewish families living their frenzied last days in the
doomed cosmopolitan social whirl of Alexandria just before fleeing Egypt for Israel in 1951. The
conventions of the Egyptian upper-middle class are laid bare in this dazzling novel, which
exposes startling sexual hypocrisies and portrays a now vanished polyglot world of horse-racing,
seaside promenades, and elegant night club.

9. Konar, Affinity. Mischling.
It's 1944 when the twin sisters arrive at Auschwitz with their mother and grandfather. In their
benighted new world, Pearl and Stasha Zagorski take refuge in their identical natures, comforting
themselves with the private language and shared games of their childhood. As part of the
experimental population of twins known as Mengele's Zoo, the girls experience privileges and
horrors unknown to others, and they find themselves changed, stripped of the personalities they
once shared, their identities altered by the burdens of guilt and pain.
10. Richman, Alyson. The Velvet Hours.
As Paris teeters on the edge of the German occupation, a young French woman closes the door
to her late grandmother’s treasure-filled apartment, unsure if she’ll ever return. Inspired by the
true account of an abandoned Parisian apartment, Alyson Richman brings to life Solange, the
young woman forced to leave her fabled grandmother’s legacy behind to save all that she loved.
11. Balson, Ronald. Karolina’s Twins, a novel.
A spellbinding new novel by the bestselling author of Once We Were Brothers and Saving Sophie.
In this richly woven tale of love, survival and resilience during some of the darkest hours, the
unbreakable bond between girlhood friends will have consequences into the future and beyond.
12. Friedman, Matti. Pumpkinflowers, a Soldiers Story.
Friedman’s powerful narrative captures the birth of today’s chaotic Middle East and the rise of a
twenty-first-century type of war in which there is never a clear victor and media images can be as
important as the battle itself.
13. Anton, Maggie. Fifty Shades of Talmud; What the First Rabbis Had to Say About You-Know-What.
Take fifty actual Talmudic discussions, mix in pithy sayings (appropriate and inappropriate) by
luminaries from Mae West and Amy Schumer to George Washington and Gandhi, add a few
cartoons, and voila delighted and enlightened readers will come away with a new perspective on
what the ancient Jewish sages say about our most intimate relationships.
14. Graudin, Ryan. Wolf By Wolf.
The year is 1956, and the Axis powers of the Third Reich and Imperial Japan rule. To
commemorate their Great Victory, they host the Axis Tour: an annual motorcycle race across
their combined continents. The prize; an audience with the highly reclusive Adolf Hitler at the
Victor's ball in Tokyo.
15. Dweck, Nicole. The Debt of Tamar, a novel.
From a 16th-century harem to a seaside village in the Holy Land, from Nazi-occupied Paris to
modern-day Manhattan, Nicole Dweck's The Debt of Tamar weaves a spellbinding tapestry of
love, history, and fate that will enchant readers from the very first page.
16. Ingall, Marjorie. Mamaleh Knows Best: What Jewish Mothers Do to Raise Successful, Creative,
Empathetic, Independent Children.
Marjorie Ingall smashes this tired trope with a hammer. Blending personal anecdotes, humor,
historical texts, and scientific research, Ingall shares Jewish secrets for raising self-sufficient,
ethical, and accomplished children. She offers abundant examples showing how Jewish mothers
have nurtured their children’s independence, fostered discipline, urged a healthy distrust of
authority, consciously cultivated geekiness and kindness,
17. Kushner, Kim. The New Kosher.
The New Kosher is filled with healthy recipes, exquisite flavors, and a fresh sensibility for the
modern lifestyle. Emphasizing fast, easy, and delicious dishes for everyday meals and special
occasions, this is your comprehensive guide to kosher cooking.
18. Savit, Gavriel. Anna and the Swallow Man. (Young Adults)
Kraków, 1939. A million marching soldiers and a thousand barking dogs. This is no place to grow
up. Anna Łania is just seven years old when the Germans take her father, a linguistics professor,

during their purge of intellectuals in Poland. She’s alone. And then Anna meets the Swallow
Man. He is a mystery, strange and tall, a skilled deceiver with more than a little magic up his
sleeve. Over the course of their travels together, Anna and the Swallow Man will dodge bombs,
tame soldiers, and even, despite their better judgment, make a friend.
19. Hartman, Rabbi Donniel. Putting God Second: How to Save Religion From Itself.
In Putting God Second, Rabbi Donniel Hartman tackles one of modern life’s most urgent and
vexing questions: Why are the great monotheistic faiths—Judaism, Christianity, and Islam—
chronically unable to fulfill their own self-professed goal of creating individuals infused with
moral sensitivity and societies governed by the highest ethical standards?
20. Silva, Daniel. The Black Widow.
Silva delivers another spellbinding international thriller—one that finds the legendary Gabriel
Allon grappling with an ISIS mastermind.
21. Reyn, Irina. Te Imperial Wife, a novel.
a smart, engaging novel that parallels two fascinating worlds and two singular women. Two
women's lives collide when a priceless Russian artifact comes to light. Tanya Kagan, a rising
specialist in Russian art at a top New York auction house, is trying to entice Russia's wealthy
oligarchs to bid on the biggest sale of her career, The Order of Saint Catherine, while making
sense of the sudden and unexplained departure of her husband. Reyn takes us into the dazzling
world of Catherine the Great, the infamous 18th-century empress, who may have owned the
priceless artifact, and who, it turns out, faced many of the same issues Tanya wrestles with in her
own life.
22. Bar-Joseph, Uri. Te Angel; The Egyptian Spy Who Saved Israel.
A gripping feat of reportage that exposes—for the first time in English—the sensational life and
mysterious death of Ashraf Marwan, an Egyptian senior official who spied for Israel, offering new
insight into the turbulent modern history of the Middle East.
23. Kirsch, Adam. The People and the Books; 18 Classics of Jewish Literature.
he People and the Books shows how central questions and themes of our history and culture are
reflected in the Jewish literary canon: the nature of God, the right way to understand the Bible,
the relationship of the Jews to their Promised Land, and the challenges of living as a minority in
Diaspora. Adam Kirsch explores eighteen classic texts, including the biblical books of
Deuteronomy and Esther, the philosophy of Maimonides, the autobiography of the medieval
businesswoman Glückel of Hameln, and the Zionist manifestoes of Theodor Herzl. From the Jews
of Roman Egypt to the mystical devotees of Hasidism in Eastern Europe,
24. Orbach, Danny. The Plots Against Hitler.
In 1933, Adolf Hitler became Chancellor of Germany. A year later, all parties but the Nazis had
been outlawed, freedom of the press was but a memory, and Hitler’s dominance seemed
complete. Yet over the next few years, an unlikely clutch of conspirators emerged – soldiers,
schoolteachers, politicians, diplomats, theologians, even a carpenter – who would try repeatedly
to end the Fuhrer’s genocidal reign.
25. Torday, Daniel. The Last Flight of Poxl West. (Winner National Jewish Book Award)
Daniel Torday’s debut novel, The Last Flight of Poxl West beautifully weaves together the two
unforgettable voices of Eli Goldstein and Poxl West, exploring what it really means to be a hero,
and to be a family, in the long shadow of war.
26. Merwin, Ted. Pastrami on Rye: An Overstuffed History of the American Deli. (Winner of the
National Jewish Book Award)
Richly researched and compellingly told, Pastrami on Rye gives us the surprising story of a
quintessential New York institution. Pastrami on Rye is the first full-length history of the New
York Jewish deli.

